
Tim Rudkins has been working within the field of
sustainable development and private industry
since the mid-1980's. He has worked through-
out Africa as a project manager and consultant in
small enterprise development and micro finance.
In the 90’s he owned and managed Onyva
International, a firm specializing in implementing
financial systems for Fortune 500 companies.
Tim returned to Canada in 2001 where he
focused on project management consulting and
training. Tim is currently the managing director
of Green Enterprise Ontario, an organization
committed to increasing the sustainability of
Ontario’s economy; as well as the owner and
manager of Footprints Group Get-Away, a small
eco-resort close to Bancroft, Ontario.

Education
B.A. (Honours) – University of Waterloo, Canada
MBA – University of Western Ontario, Canada
Postgraduate Diploma, Financial Economics –
University of London, England
Project Management Professional (PMP) – Project
Management Institute, USA

Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design
(LEED) AP – Canada Green Building Council,
Canada
Masters Certificate in Sustainable Design (In
Progress) – Boston Architectural College, USA

About Green Enterprise Ontario

GEO envisions a sustainable society which bal-
ances the three pillars of people (social equity),
planet (healthy environment) and the economy
(long-term prosperity) and commits to meeting the
needs of the present without compromising the
ability of future generations to meet their own
needs. GEO is an inclusive organization that
works with businesses of all types, sizes and cur-
rent levels of sustainability. We believe all busi-
nesses can and should develop increasing levels
of sustainable business practices and if properly
engaged they will continue to work with us in
achieving this objective.

Tim Rudkins, CEO 
Green Enterprise Ontario

Topic: Sustainability In Business: What it means and how to achieve it.



Derek Satnik was awarded as the KW Chamber
of Commerce's 2008 "Entrepreneur of the Year"
and as the Canadian Net-Zero Energy Home
Coalition (NZEHC)'s "2009 Net-Zero Energy
Home Champion of the Year". Derek is versed in
green building and renewable energy policy from
his many board and committee seats at the
Ontario Sustainable Energy Association (OSEA),
Green Energy Act Alliance (GEAA), Canada
Green Building Council (CaGBC), US Green
Building Council (USGBC), Canadian Residential
Energy Services Network (CRESNET), Net-Zero
Energy Home Coalition ((NZEHC)), or the more
local Community Renewable Energy Waterloo
(CREW), Local Initiative for Future Energy Co-op
(LIFE), Sustainable Waterloo, and more. Derek
continues to play a key role in defining green

housing programs such as ENERGY STAR, LEED,
Solar Ready, and Net-Zero, and is a recognized
expert in green buildings (residential, commer-
cial, and industrial) and renewable energy policy.
Derek is an Electrical Engineer by trade, and has
worked in the consulting industry in various roles
since 1999, most notably with Stantec Consulting
Ltd., Enermodal Engineering Ltd, and now
Mindscape Innovations Group Inc. Derek’s per-
sonal experience ranges from design of power /
lighting / communications / controls systems for
the commercial, institutional, and industrial sec-
tors, to more general aspects of sustainable
design and energy efficiency as a Sustainability
Engineer and LEED Consultant.
Masters Certificate in Sustainable Design (In Progress)
– Boston Architectural College, USA

Derek Satnik, P.Eng., LEEDÆ AP
Managing Partner, Mindscapes

Topic: Sustainable Design and Futures



Paul Charbonneau’s involvement in the solar
industry began in 1970, when as a member of
Canada’s armed forces he took part in an exper-
imental application of solar technology in
Canada’s very far north – north of the Arctic
Circle. By “solar industry” Paul’s view is that the
wind, waves and all other forms of sustainable
energies are caused by the sun. To keep it simple,
he refers to solar industries as what we under-
stand to be the sustainable industries.

Since then much has changed in the solar indus-
try, and, for the past decade Paul has been spe-
cializing in solar PV application for Industrial,
Commercial, and Institutional uses.

“Solar PV is a particular solution to urban energy
problems both on the ecological and economical
fronts. To fully understand this technology, not
only do we need solar panels on our homes but
on our schools and institutions as well.”

Paul has also been involved politically working
with policy makers and the industry at creating
the best possible framework to support the solar
industry and it’s members.

For the past 5 years he has been touring Ontario
meeting with a variety of government, social, pri-
vate and community organizations, educating

them on the great advances in technology and
providing solutions to their budgetary restraints.

Many of the programs and policies Paul has
designed are being used successfully by Ontario
schools and Boards in particular. “My focus is to
educate and thus empower the community. It’s not
lack of funds that may prevent us from doing the
right thing. It’s lack of will that would fail us.”

“Our strengths are the ability to design the right
system for the client, and sometimes more impor-
tantly, the ability to find funding for the client.
Unique approaches to both facets of what is
needed to make it work to produce energy and
economy.”

Paul Charbonneau lives in Toronto and is
President of EnergyAdvocate.ca: a consultancy
firm focused on providing solutions for the solar
industry.

• Board Member of Ontario Sustainable Energy
Association

• Consultant Greening Sacred Spaces
• Consultant and Director of Solar 101 Tour

OSEA
• Board Member Investors Beyond Borders –

University of Toronto

Paul Charbonneau
President, Energy Advocate.ca

Topic - Solar Advances and the Solar 101 for Schools Project




